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“Happy New Year”
January 2013 Issue

Message from the President

REGIONAL DIRECTORS
Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)
Rob Arey –Polar Caves Park, NH
rob.arey@polarcaves.com Ph: 603-536-1888
Region Two:
(MD, VA, WV, KY)
Rho Lansden – Lost River Cave & Valley, KY
rho@lostrivercave.com Ph: 540-743-6551
Region Three: (IL, IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
claudia@squireboone.com Ph: 812-732-4382
Region Four: (AR, IA, KS, MO, NE)
Steve Thompson - Bridal Cave, MO
steve@bridalcave.com Ph: 573-346-2676
Region Five: (MN, MT, ND, SD, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
joe@caveofthemounds.com Ph: 608-437-3038
Region Six: (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA, AK, HI,
Barbados, Bermuda)
Matt Doyle – Lake Shasta Caverns, CA
mdoyle@lakeshastacaverns.com
Ph: 800-795-CAVE

Happy New Year!
The holiday season is now over and the world is still here (no doomsday 2012).
Hopefully everyone had some quality time with family and friends and now it is time to
start focusing on new beginnings. This can be a great time to review your 5 year
business plan – or make one if you don’t have one.
Enjoy this issue of Cave Talk and let us do all we can to provide Bob Holt with quality
relevant information for upcoming issues. The NCA membership can provide a wealth
of useful information to be shared among the members.
I don’t know about you, but we are getting excited about the upcoming ISCA Congress
in Australia in 2014 which my family plans on attending. Natural Stone Bridge and
Caves is an “A” cave and has been an ISCA member for several years. Ed and Jenny
Beckler have already taken advantage of our ISCA membership with a fantastic visit to
the caves in France a couple years ago. Please read the articles in this issue and then
consider joining ISCA.
That is it for now and just remember…
KMF (Keep Moving Forward)
Best,

Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
rsr@caveofthewinds.com Ph: 719-685-5444
Region Eight: (LA, OK, TX)
Ed Mayfield – Caverns of Sonora, TX
edmayfield@mac.com Ph: 325-387-3105
Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN,)
Patty Perlaky – Raccoon Mt. Caverns, TN
caveperl@yahoo.com Ph: 423-821-9403

Greg Beckler
President, NCA

Ruby Falls Named Travel Attraction of the Year by Southeast Tourism Society
Chattanooga, TN. On Thursday evening, November 1, 2012, Southeast Tourism Society (STS) announced Ruby Falls as “Escape to
the Southeast Travel Attraction of the Year.” The award was accepted by Hugh Morrow, president of Ruby Falls. Some of the notable
achievements required for this award were substantial growth in revenue, attendance and special
outreach.
Mr. Morrow thanked STS, and for their contribution to tourism and tourism education. He also
stated that all of the employees over the span of the attraction’s 83-year history have made a
tremendous and tireless contribution to superb customer service. He also thanked members of the
management team for leading Ruby Falls and offering exciting new additions such as ZIPstream
Aerial Adventure for all to enjoy.
Ruby Falls is proud to have been recertified by Green Globe International, Inc. this year. Just two
years ago, Green Globe announced Ruby Falls as the first US attraction to receive this
certification for tourism businesses. Other recent accolades include Ruby Falls being named the
“#2 Cave Waterfall on Earth” by WorldReviewer.com. The attraction’s annual haunt, the Haunted
Cavern, has also been ranked #6 on Rand McNally’s national haunted house list in 2010, and
listed as a “Top 10 Haunt” on Yahoo! News in 2011.
Ruby Falls is home to America’s deepest commercial cave and largest underground waterfall
open for public viewing. It features a 145-foot waterfall located 1,120 feet beneath the surface of Lookout Mountain in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. Go to www.rubyfalls.com for more.
Congratulations to Hugh and the Ruby Falls Team!

Noteworthy News among the NCA Family




Sympathy is extended to Steve Rawlings and his family on the sudden passing of his father in December and to David
Summers and the Crystal Caves of Bermuda on the passing of their owner.
Rob Arey of Polar Caves is the new NCA Director for Region 1.
Brad Wuest is now the Chairman of the NCA Insurance Committee.

Got News?
Please make sure you let Bob Holt know when you have news to share with the membership regarding you and your cave. It is the goal
of the NCA office to produce more issues of Cave Talk and this can only happen when you help with the sharing of your news. Please
send your articles, photographs to bob@cavern.com.
February 2013 Cave Talk Deadline
Please have all articles to Bob Holt no later than January 15. Thank you.

Mark Your Calendar!









2013 NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 25 - 27, 2013
International Congress of Speleology 2013, Brna, Czech Republic, July 21 - 28, 2013
2013 NSS Convention, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, August 5 - 9, 2013
2013 NCA Convention, Host: Bridal Cave, Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, October 13 - 18, 2013
2014 NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, February 24 - 26, 2014
2014 NCA Convention, Host: Cave of the Winds, Colorado Springs, Colorado, September 22 - 26, 2014
2014 NSS Convention, NSS Headquarters, Huntsville, Alabama, July 14 - 18, 2014
International Show Caves Association Congress 2014, Jenolan Caves, New South Wales, Australia, November 2 - 8, 2014

Did You Know?
Sandy Creek Mining Company is an IAAPA Exhibitor
For the past several years Woody and the “gang” spend the week before Thanksgiving at the world’s largest amusement trade show in
Orlando, Florida. Several NCA members help Woody, Terri, Justin & Jason. What better salespeople than those who use the product.

The NCA members working the Sandy Creek Mining Company IAAPA show booth were Steve Rawlings & Bernard Ingram (Mercer
Caverns), Steve & Shelley Runkle (Cave of the Winds), Gary & Susan Berdeaux (Diamond Caverns), Denise Bell (Seneca Caverns,
Ohio), and Bob Holt (NCA Office). Also working but not in the picture was Kelly Terk Alexander, daughter of Harrison & Ginny Terk and
several Sandy Creek Mining Company employees.

Invitation from Dan Cove to Visit Jenolan Caves, Australia for 7th ISCA Congress 2014
To My Colleagues and Friends in the great USA,
I take great pleasure in confirming the invitation that I made at the 2011 NCA Conference at Luray for you to visit Jenolan Caves,
th
Australia in 2014 for the 7 Congress of the International Show Cave Association. Following the recent ISCA Conference in
Greece/Turkey, progress has been made in the preliminary organization of the 2014 Australian Congress most importantly in setting the
definite dates of November 2-8 2014 for the actual Congress. At this time it is also anticipated that organized pre and post Congress
trips will also be offered. Given the distance involved, and that so many ISCA members are looking on the Congress as the chance to
take a ‘once in a lifetime’ trip to Australia, I have also undertaken to provide as much assistance with overall travel plans as possible.
This will include sending out of Congress updates in the form of an electronic Newsletter. If anyone would like to ensure that they
receive these newsletters and any other information regarding the Congress, please let me know via dan.cove@jenolancaves.org.au so
I may add you to the mailing list
I am hoping to have the opportunity to attend the NCA Conference in Missouri in 2013 to provide further information to prospective
attendees. I look forward to renewing acquaintances then, as well as hearing from the NCA ‘Family’ via email.
Best Regards,
Dan Cove
Manager Cave Operations, Jenolan Caves, Australia

Address Delivered on Behalf of David Summers by Brad Wuest
at the ISCA Conference in Turkey on 8th November 2012
“SIX REASONS WHY A SHOW CAVE SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SHOW CAVES ASSOCIATION”

David Summers President of ISCA
I am frequently asked why a show cave should be a member of the International Show Caves Association. The answers are multifold,
and when this question is usually posed to me, there never seems to be time to respond properly and fully.
The reasons why a show cave should be a member of ISCA are important. I would like to take a few minutes to list, and dwell lightly, on
six of the primary reasons why I think a show cave should be a member of ISCA. This list does not claim to be exclusive.
Before listing these reasons, let me first of all address a very serious fundamental misconception that is frequently raised, and that is
the perception that ISCA is only appropriate for large show caves. This is far from the truth. The problems and elements that usually
apply to large show caves are usually the very same problems and elements that apply to small show caves. These problems and
elements are invariably the same. The only difference is usually that of scale.
The benefits of membership are consequently as applicable to smaller show caves as they are to the mega “power house” show caves.
It is very important that the misconception that ISCA is only for large show caves are put to rest, whenever the suggestion crops up.
This is something that all of our members should be standing by to do. It is a misunderstanding that can only disadvantage smaller
show caves.
To overcome the disparities of scale, ISCA has created a very fair progressive scale of annual membership dues. This progressive
scale covers the difference in size, in as fair a way as possible.
In listing these six reasons, no attempt has been made to arrange them in any order of priority. The view is taken, that if an attempt was
made to do that, we could all be here until tomorrow debating the merits of such a prioritized list
The first reason that I offer you for a show cave to be a member of ISCA is NETWORKING. The benefits of interacting with others to
exchange information and ideas cannot be underestimated in this advanced age, with all of its technology and development.
The useful contacts that exist within ISCA, effectively ranging around the globe, are an incredible resource available to all of our
members. Problems encountered in any single show cave are very rarely unique. Invariably, the same problem has been encountered
by another show cave somewhere in the world. ISCA provides the forum for the exchanging of ideas and thoughts on a global basis.
All that a member of ISCA has to do is take advantage of the networking opportunities around them. The person to your left and right
has almost certainly some experience with the current problem, or problems, that you are confronted with. All that it takes, to benefit
from the incredible networking opportunities in ISCA, is to initiate discussion.
The second reason that I offer you is that we have the incredible opportunity to attend ISCA CONGRESSES AND CONFERENCES.
The benefit of attending these meetings should never be underestimated. They are not only opportunities to network, but also a very
effective way of gaining knowledge about the business of operating a show cave and the need for the preservation and conservation of
caves.
Every four years members of ISCA gather together, in one of our member countries, for our quadrennial Congress. These Congresses
are always well attended and provide the organization with the opportunity to share experiences and conduct our business. This is the
time that we encourage the delivery of papers. In addition, there is always the opportunity to visit show caves in the host country.

In between the years that we hold Congresses, we hold Conferences. These Conferences were introduced in ISCA in 2006, with the
adoption of our new Constitution.
Attending ISCA Congresses and Conferences provides incredible opportunities for our members to come together and truly indulge
themselves in the world of show caves.
We are all familiar with the claim that the world is becoming smaller. We all naturally consider this in terms of distance. My experience
over the past ten years has been that the world has truly become smaller, not just in terms of distance, but also in our communications
through language. Huge strides have been made in this direction during the past ten years alone.
Interpretation into a common language is no longer the huge impediment that it used to be.
Attending ISCA Congresses and Conferences leads us to the third reason for show caves to be a member of ISCA and that is that it
provides a splendid opportunity to VISIT AND LEARN FROM SHOW CAVES IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD.
The occasion to visit show caves in other parts of the world is an incredible benefit for members of ISCA. How many of us would ever
have had the opportunity to visit the caves of Slovakia in 2010, if we had not been members of ISCA. This opportunity would have been
greater if we all took part in the pre and post Conference tours in the Czech Republic and Hungary, respectively.
During the past several days we have had the opportunity to see some of the show caves of Greece. Now we are poised to visit some
of the show caves of Turkey. In 2014 we will see some of the show caves of Australia.
Visiting show caves in countries other than our own, can only serve to expand our knowledge of show caves. The more knowledge that
each of us has, the more effective we will be, as custodians of our own show caves.
The forth reason that I offer you for a show cave to be a member of ISCA is that it can only serve to help with the MARKETING
EXPERTISE for the member’s own show cave.
Membership in ISCA provides every member with exposure to marketing techniques from around the world. This exposure can start
with ISCA’s own website and progress from there.
The important thing to bear in mind is that the members of ISCA are not in competition with each other, but rather, they complement
each other. When a visitor has an enjoyable experience in one show cave, this can lead that visitor to visit another show cave.
The willingness of the members of ISCA to share their experiences with each other is one of the incredibly strong points in the
organization.
The fifth, and penultimate, reason that I can offer for a show cave to be a member of ISCA is the UPDATING ON THE
CONSERVATION AND PRESERVATION OF CAVES. The cave is the most critical part of a show cave. Without it there would be no
show cave.
Advancements in cave conservation and preservation measures are always being made. In the early days of show cave development
little was known about what was needed to conserve and preserve caves. This knowledge has grown significantly over the several
hundred years, since caves were first used as show caves. The knowledge that has been brought about during the past quarter of a
century has been amazing.
ISCA provides its members with knowledge regarding the conservation and preservation of caves through its Congresses, Conferences
and the dissemination of information as it becomes available.
The sixth, and last, reason why I think a show cave should be a member of ISCA is the DISSEMINATION OF THE LATEST CAVE
DEVELOPMENT CONCEPTS.
It is absolutely essential that show cave operators keep themselves up to date on the latest cave development concepts. It is
impractical to expect every show cave to undertake the testing of all the materials and equipment that it could use. The sharing of
information about materials is essential.
Recent years alone, have seen a veritable plethora of innovations and concepts relating to caves. I am confident that each one of us
knows of some disastrous occurrence relating to the use of inappropriate material in a cave.
The use of light-emitting diodes (LED) is a good example of a subject that a show cave operator needs to be updated on. The prospect
that traditional incandescent lights will eventually be phased out, and no longer be manufactured, makes it essential that show cave
operators be familiar with the alternatives.

ISCA provides its members with the opportunity to share information and the dissemination of the latest concepts in cave development.
As stated at the beginning of this address, I offer these six reasons as some of the primary reasons for a show cave to be a member of
ISCA. They are not, by any means, the only reason. I am always delighted to learn of additional reasons that others may have.
Thank you, and may good fortune be with you all.

“NCA members Tom Summers (Cave Without A Name) and Rod Graves (Luray Caverns)
embrace Greek culture at ISCA Conference 2012.” Definitely just one more reason to join ISCA…
TO HAVE FUN!

Reference the 16th International Congress of Speleology Brno, Czech Republic July 21st to 28th 2013
Statement by the President of the International Union of Speleology
The next (16th) International Congress of Speleology is now less than a year away. Indeed scientific papers have to be in. Please
look on the website www.speleo2013.com for further information.
The basic registration for the whole conference if paid before the end of January 2013 is only a little over 140 Euros, very good value
for a weeklong conference. In addition pre-booked accommodation starts under 5 Euros per night in a camping, next to the Australian
pub!
The wonderful pre and post congress excursions are selling out fast so the sooner they are booked the better. The prices of these
starts at 100 Euros for 4 day camp in Budapest. The quality and variety of excursions is wonderful, again look on the website.
Booking cheap flights to Brno needs reviewing, but certainly Ryanair from London Stansted will open their booking for July early in 2013
and will probably cost something in the region of 30 Euros return for the first people to book.
The venue is excellent being an old conference centre built before the second world war and as such makes it very suitable for a
Caving Conference, plenty of room and not too many frills.
The Hotels and dormitories around the Conference Centre are of all standards, some being very comfortable indeed. I am sure there
will be some magnificent parties, both official and unofficial. During the week long congress there will be a day of excursions, either to
some pretty impressive local caves or visits to cultural and natural world sites they all look very enjoyable to me.
Finally, don’t forget the entries for the competitions. Like any caving conference there will be competitions for cartography, caving art,
multi-media presentations and during the conference there will be caving Olympics with rope climbing etc. In addition the International
Union of Speleology also gives prizes for the best discovery that they consider has been made since the previous conference and there
will be mention of the best books published over that period. There will also be a UIS poster prize presented to the best poster in Brno.

There are some substantial prizes so please get working on your presentations. There should be in the region of 2,000 likeminded
cavers at this conference and I am certain it is going to be extraordinarily interesting and enjoyable.
I look forward to seeing you all there in July 2013.
ANDY EAVIS – President
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SPELEOLOGY

NCA Making History
Countdown to Our 50th Anniversary
th

In 2015 the NCA will celebrate our 50 Anniversary. Steve Rawlings and Bob Holt are heading up the History Committee. We are
looking for photographs from conventions and photographs from your cave that might include some of our former and current members.
The plan is to put together both a commemorative booklet and video for our big celebration. If you have such items that you would like
to share, please scan them and send them to Steve or Bob. If you don’t have a means to do that, please send the originals and we will
copy them and return them to you.
Thanks to Judy & Gordon Smith we already have the scrapbooks at the NCA office. Denise Bell has sent numerous items that Dick and
his family had on file. The Wuest family will be providing much material. What do you have tucked away that might be of interest?
Please consider sharing.
History Committee Chairmen
Steve Rawlings stever@mercercaverns.com
Bob Holt bob@cavern.com

From Deep Down in the Archives… Timeline 1986

These Folks Are Simply Acting Like Tourists… Can You Name Them??

